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Gustavus to host Nobel Conference Oct. 6-7

ST. PETER- The 45th annual No-
bel Conference at Gustavus Adol-
phus College, scheduled for Oct.
6-7, 2009, is titled H20: Uncertain
Resource and will focus on global is-
sues surrounding water resources.

For more than four decades, Gus-
tavus has organized and hosted the
two-day Nobel Conference, which
draws about 6,000 people to the col-
lege campus in St. Peter, Minn. The
conference links a general audience,
including high school students and
teachers, with the world’s foremost
scholars and researchers in discus-
sion centered on contemporary is-
sues relating to the natural and social
sciences.

“This year’s conference should
attract a broad audience because
water is essential to all life and our
supply of water is both finite and
vulnerable,” conference chair Mark
Bjelland said. *“Water resources are
bound to key socio-ecological issues
including global population growth,
migrations to arid regions, increased
use of irrigation, industrialization,
climate change, and international
resource conflicts. This panel of
world-renowned speakers will pro-
vide the Nobel Conference audience
with an overview of water resources
issues. They will help us understand
the connections between these issues
and everyday life in our country and
around the world.”

The schedule for this year’s con-
ference is as follows:

Tuesday, Oct. 6

* 10:00 am.: Rajendra K.
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Pachauri, Chair of the Intergovern-
mental: Panel on Climate Change,
Geneva,. Switzerland and Director
General of the Energy and Resources
Instltutc, New Delhi, India;

007 ‘Nancy N. Rabalais,
Executive Director of the Louisiana
Universitiés Marme Consortium;"

* 3:00 p.m.: David Sedlak, De-
partment of Civil and Environmental
Engmeermg University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley; - -

~*.8:15 p.m.? Derek Walcott poet,
playwnght' sttmgulshed Visiting
‘Professor in Literature and Drama,
the University of Alberta, Canada;
1992 Nobel laureate in literature
(Note: no ticket needcd for Walcott?s
presentation) -

Wednesday, Oct.7: -

* 10 a.m.: Peter H. Gleick, Presi-
dent of the Pacific Institute, Oakland,
Calif;

* 1:00 p.m.: Larry Rasmussen,

Emeritus Professor. of Social Eth-
ics at Union Theological Seminary,
New York City;

* 3:00 p.m.: Asit Biswas, Presi-
dent of the Third World Centre for
Water Management, Atizapan, Mex-
ico; :

* 6:30 pm (banquet):- William
L. Graf, Chair of the Department
of Geography, Umversnty of South
Carolina;

Complete blographles of each
speaker are available online at gus-
tavus.edu/nobelconference.

On Tuesday evening, individuals
from Minnesota will address more
local issues conceming water re-
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sources. Concurrent sessions at 6:15
p-m. and 7 p.m. wnll feature presen-
tations by:

* Lucinda B. Johnson Natural
Resources Research Institute, Uni-
versity of Minnesota Duluth;

* Steve Colman, professor of geo-

‘logical sciences and director, Large

Lakes. Observatory, University of

-Minnesota Duluth;

* Ed Swain, Environmental In-
formation & Reporting, Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency;”

* * Fred Rose, director of technol-
ogy and strategy, Honeywell Tech-
nology Solutions, Acara Institute

Tickets for the conference are cur-

‘rently.-on sale and can be purchased

by going online to gustavus.edu/no-
belconference. Tickets can also .be
purchased by calling the Gustavus
Office of Marketing and Communi-
cation at 507-933-7520. _

Individual reserved main floor
seating tickets are sold out. Indi-
vidual non-reserved seating tickets
are $60. Tickets to the 6:30 p.m.
banquet on Wednesday, Oct. 7 where
William L. Graf will speak are $30.
There will be free overflow seatmg
to watch Graf’s lecture. "~ ~

For those unable to attend the
Nobel Conference, this year’s entire
conference will be webcast live at
gustavus.edwnobelconference.

The Nobel Conference is the first

ongoing education conference in the -

United States to have the official au-
thorization of The Nobel Foundation
in Stockholm, Sweden.
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