Import Habitat Site Data

Important Habitat in the Lake Superior Basin

Introduction
Habitat is the natural home of an animal or plant, When habitatis healthy and diverse it is most ikely.
that the species that ive there will also have healthy populations.” Habitat in the Lake Superior Basin
suppors ighaualy. dvere plantandanimal commuriles and rameins 1 goud shape despe pst
modifications and current stresses. However, stresses such as forest fra

Contaminants ara having reat olct o soms speces and. combined wi i itoducion of ennaiive
Species, substantial changes in the species that make up some natural communities have taken place.

As part of the effort o propare a Lakewide Management Plan for habitat, the Lake Superior Binational
Program endorses the following objective:

To protect, maintain and restore high-quality habitat sites in the Lake Superior basin and the ecosystem
processes that sustain them. Land and water uses should be designed and located compatible with the
protective and productive ecosystem functions provided by these natural landscape features.

Lake Superior Basin Habitat Types

The Lake Superior Basin contains a wide varisty of habitat types including aquatic, terrestrial,
islands, shorelines, wetlands, and inland lakes.

Py hab-l«ts contrute ignifcanty o the biodvarsi o the Basin and havo baen denifed as
a special ecological community type. Lake Superior is a very cold lake with few nutrents.

e haron misaciaten of e pose shoraine somatimes reaies condions suani or
populations of plants normally found only in arctic or alpine ragions. Fortunaloly, many of the
islands in Lake Superior enjoy protected area status.

Shorelines
perior shorelines provide a wide range of habiftat that is substantally different from
adjacentinland areas. Distinctive physical structures such as sand spits, biuffs, cobble beaches,
cliffs, mud flats, sand beaches and low banks offer unique environment for a variety of plant and
imal species. Shoreline habitat also plays a critcal role for migrating wildife and shorebird:
Unfortunately, human influences and manmade structures also tend to concentrate in or near
shoreline habitat features used by wildife.

s
Wetlands often form the link between the mainland and Lake Superior. They provide hablia
fish and wildife, protect shoreline areas from erosion, bulfer runoff following storm peaks ar
contribute to the diversily of habitat types in the Basin. Coastal wetlands make up 10% of i
Lake Superior shore, mostly associated with protected bays, estuaries and barrier beach lag
The siretch of shoreline from Duluth to Marble Point, Wisconsin has perhaps the most abun
and richest coastal wetlands on Lake Superior

Inland Lake:
Almost 7000 inland akes dot the Lake Superior Walershed. They form an impartant Ik n{
hyroloical oyl They also contibu f the divrsit of aquali habias n
sgradaton by mine offuent, a/ings and ther contaminants, atsred walat levels dus 1o

amming. mpaci o1 603G and oad comtueion.ine S1ats of et m nland kot
generally very good.
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Criteria Definitions

Data Sources:
MI DNR, MN DNR, ON MNR, WI DNR
US EPA
-onment Canada

Important Habitat
Conditions in the
Lake Superior
Basin




